NAME:  ________________________________

“I Hear America Singing” discusses how America is made up of all sorts of different workers and classes. The poem does not speak, however, of the various ethnic groups and the work they do and how they are treated.  “I, Too” is, in part, a response to “I Hear America Singing.” 


1. Speaker:   Identify possibilities of the speaker’s identity in I, Too. Circle one clue that led you to your conclusion. 
2. Paraphrase the content of the poem?  What is the underlying issue that the poem addresses?  Who is the “they” in “they send me to eat in the kitchen”?   
3. Elements:  
 Repetition: 
a. Hughes repeats the lines “when company comes”, and “eat in the kitchen”.   What is his purpose in repeating these specific lines? 
Imagery: Identify two examples of imagery and what effect they produce. 

a. sight -

b.   sound - 
4. Tone: In “I Hear America Singing” we defined the tone as optimistic and upbeat. In “I, Too” the first line is patriotic and then shifts.  Articulate two tone words that explain Hughes’ opinion toward the subject matter.
b.
5. The strongest theme in “I Hear America Singing” is unity. Identify two possible themes in “I, Too.”
a.


b.

6. Theme Statement:   
7.  What do you think Whitman would have to say about Hughes’ poem?  Explain.

I Hear America Singing


By Walt Whitman (1860)


 





I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,


Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong,


The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,


The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work,


The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand


     singing on the steamboat deck,


The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands,


The wood-cutter's song, the ploughboy's on his way in the morning, or


     at noon intermission or at sundown,


The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of


     the girl sewing or washing,


Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,


The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young fellows,


     robust, friendly,


Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.
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(1)I, too, sing America.





(2) I am the darker brother.


(3) They send me to eat in the kitchen


(4)When company comes,


(5)But I laugh,


(6)And eat well,


(7)And grow strong.





(8)Tomorrow,


(9)I'll be at the table


(10)When company comes.


(11)Nobody'll dare


(12)Say to me,


(13)"Eat in the kitchen,"


(14)Then.





(15)Besides, 


(16)They'll see how beautiful I am


(17)And be ashamed--





(18)I, too, am America.�
�
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